
Dear Members of our Catholic Communities, 

   Today, the second last Sunday of our Church Liturgical year reminds us not only of 

a change shortly to Year B of the Sunday scripture readings, but also the end of all 

things and of the preparations we need to make to reach Heaven. The main theme 

of the three readings is an invitation to live in such a way that we make the best use 

of the talents God has given us, so that at the hour of our death, Jesus will say: 

“Well done my good and faithful servant!... Come and share the joy of your master.” 

The first reading suggests that we should be as diligent and industrious as a loyal 

and faithful wife, in the use of our God-given talents with “the fear of the Lord.”  

Unlike the one-talent man, she takes her gifts and “brings forth good, not evil”; she 

“reaches her hands to the poor and extends her arms to the needy.” In the second 

reading, Paul advises us to keep awake and be sober, encouraging and building each 

other up as we wait for the “Day of the Lord.” He challenges the Thessalonians to 

turn fear of the Lord into positive, constructive and life-affirming action. Today’s 

Gospel challenges us to ask the questions: Are we using our talents and gifts 

primarily to serve God? Are we doing everything we can to carry out God’s will?  The 

parable of the talents challenges us to do something positive, constructive and life-

affirming without talents here and now. As we approach Thanksgiving Day we are 

once more given an opportunity to give thanks to God for the many blessings that 

have been given to us by our gracious God. Just back from a trip to Italy and 

Ireland, with so many beautiful, but almost empty, churches, I am very thankful for 

the many ways in which you put your church and your parish at the heart and center 

of your lives. One voter in each precinct in the United States can determine the next 

President of the United States. In 1948 just one additional vote in each precinct 

would have elected Thomas Dewey as president. In 1960 one vote in each precinct 

in Illinois would have elected Richard Nixon as President. Rutherford B. Hays was 

elected President by one vote. One vote gave Statehood to California, Idaho, 

Oregon, Texas, and Washington. The Draft Act of World War II passed the House by 

one vote. Your one vote is important, and a spiritual gift is just like a vote. You 

either use it or lose it. 

God bless, 

Father Dan 

 

DIOCESE  OF  RENO  CAPITAL  CAMPAIGN 

   At Sunday Mass, it is so important that we listen to the homily following the 

Scripture readings. However, last Sunday was different in that, rather than listening 

to a homily, most of us viewed as a short video explaining Bishop Calvo’s Three Year 

Capital Campaign. By now, most parishioners will have received in the mail more 



information about the campaign, and a pledge card to mail back to the diocese, 

should you decide to participate. I thank you for your kind consideration and your 

support for this campaign. Rather than receiving a mailing, some of you will be 

contacted by the priests or some volunteer, so that we can personally deliver this 

information to you. Again, many thanks for your participation, and with God’s help, 

we can do our best to support this worthy campaign. 


